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Excellencies,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Allow me to begin by first thanking the Silk Road Cities Alliance and the other organisers of this
important conference for the invitation extended to me to address this very distinguished
audience.

This conference is extremely timely, given the prominence given by the international community
to health issues in order to address the challenges posed by covid-19, as well as to build a post-
covid-19 world. | would thus like to commend the organisers for their initiative in organizing this
conference and for its theme too.

Given the time constraints, | would like to focus on two points only.

The first relates to establishing a system of governance for better health along the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). We are all aware that the BRI aims at improving the quality of human
physical interaction and movement. To me, it is therefore not only about the construction of
roads, highways and railway lines, often called “hard infrastructure” alone. It is equally about
“soft infrastructure” including regulations, standards, practices as well the culture of interaction.
Soft infrastructure will profoundly change in light of covid-19, with greater emphasis on public
health.

As it is, many countries including my own, Malaysia are in the process of establishing Green
Lanes or Travel Lanes for the movement of goods and people. Typically, these are done on a
bilateral basis. To my knowledge, none are done on a plurilateral, regional or multilateral basis.
As more of these lanes are rolled out, there is an increasing danger that one may be in
contradiction with one another.

Bearing this in mind, | believe that the time will soon come to have an international
understanding on common standards and health protocols. Otherwise, the cost of movement
and transportation would be prohibitive.

The second issue that | would like address relates to the first it is about the importance of
international cooperation. It is obvious that international cooperation is a requirement in order to
develop common standards, protocols and practices. As we all know, it is unfortunate that the
desire to cooperate internationally is waning at a time when we need it the most.

There are political reasons for this, of course. While this is certainly a cause of concern, my
greater worry is if diminishing desire for international cooperation is correlated to a diminishing
respect for science. For it is only science that can provide the tangible means of addressing the
challenges posed by covid-19. In this regard, | am heartened by the commitment by countries
like Malaysia, China and many others to work closely together on the basis of science and the
goodwill of humanity to build a “healthy community of human destiny”.
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