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Your Excellency’s,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to share with this distinguished gathering
the government’s effort in taking measures to prevent and control the COVID-19
by the government of Sri Lanka.

At the outset, let me reiterate the importance in creating synergies between cities
and countries in sharing best practices, knowledge and science in fighting this
pandemic as today we are undergoing massive transformation in our countries
and cities in the context of the current COVID-19 pandemic. Challenging times
bring communities and countries together. COVID-19 Pandemic has brought to
the light the togetherness and willingness to support each other against all the
odds. This could be seen first during the time China was fighting to contain the
virus and in turn, China also stepped up similar way when other countries were
grappling with this challenge.

Sri Lanka, under the leadership of His Excellency the President of Sri Lanka, in
early February, established a Task Force comprising key health personnel, high-
ranking military personnel and administrators to monitor the spread of the
pandemic and also to take required measures to combat the spread of the virus.

The first Covid-19 Sri Lankan patient was identified on March 11%. Initially
patients were Sri Lankans who came from several countries. Up until, October
2020, Sri Lanka successfully contained the spread of the COVID-19 and resorted
normalcy in daily lives and economic activities from June to end of September
this year.

Sri Lanka adopted a few special and unique measures: establishment of
quarantine centres managed by the Armed Forces and the deployment of the
State Intelligence Services, the police and Public Health Inspectors to do contact
tracing. Both these measures have helped Sri Lanka cope with this pandemic
quite successfully enabling the health authorities to function at the optimum level.

Given an excellent free healthcare system which includes a well-established
preventive mechanism placed throughout the country, Sri Lanka has been able to
contain the spread of this deadly virus utilizing the public health processes.

During the second wave, which started in October 2020, Sri Lanka finds that the
virus has a different strain and spreads quite fast among the clusters. However, it
has recorded mostly asymptomatic patients resulting the less number of severe
patients. So far, 11,060 cases with 4,905 recovered and 21 Deaths. Overall,
looking at the population and death/recovery ration, experts informs that Sri
Lanka fairs well.



Government has also introduced social welfare incentives, such as food
packages, dry food and other staple food packages for people who face dire
economic consequences to confine themselves at home.

Throughout the period that Sri Lanka has been implementing measures to
contain the spread of the virus, government of People’s Republic of China had
been steadfast in providing assistance and support. These support in kind and
deed had been reaching the people of Sri Lanka at a time that the country was
coping up with a difficult situation. We appreciate the solidarity and support by
China to Sri Lanka at this challenging time.

Thank you.
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